Use of a dermal biopsy punch for removal of ectopic cilia in dogs: 19 cases.
To evaluate the use of a dermal biopsy punch for accurate and quick removal of ectopic cilia in dogs. This study reports the treatment of ectopic cilia detected in 12 dogs during the period from June 2002 to December 2004. Five cases were affected with ectopic cilia in the right eye, and five in the left eye, with two cases affected bilaterally. Nineteen ectopic cilia were detected in 12 dogs. The technique described in this study consists of using a 2-3-mm skin biopsy punch with the aid of an operating microscope. No recurrence was noted in any of the cases. The presurgical blepharospasm due to the presence of the cilia resolved as well as uneventful corneal healing of any associated corneal erosions or ulcers. This method offers a simple, practical alternative to the traditional scalpel procedure as described in the veterinary ophthalmic literature.